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Calcific Aortic Stenosis was once thought to be a degenerative process.  Experimental models developed in the 21st century are providing evidence that this disease has an active cellular biology.  
In 2008, experimental models of valvular heart disease have developed secondary to discoveries from human pathologic specimens.  In turn, these models are providing the foundation to understand the potential for medical therapy to slow the progression of calcific aortic stenosis.  
This paper will discuss the data published in the animal models, the retrospective studies, and prospective trials to understand the translational implications for the treatment of this disease. 

