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Drug-eluting stents have significantly reduced the incidence of restenosis after percutaneous intervention; randomized trials with sirolimus eluting stents as well as paclitaxel eluting stents have demonstrated a dramatic benefit in this regard in selected patient populations and lesion subsets.  Both costs and availability of drug-eluting stents initially tempered the widespread use of these devices.  However, as pricing and availability have improved, drug-eluting stents are becoming the default treatment modality in percutaneous coronary intervention.  In addition, large registry data sets have also demonstrated a significant reduction in restenosis and/or target lesion revascularization in broad clinical and angiographic subsets.  

