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BACKGROUND. Recent studies suggested that abciximab reduces the risk of restenosis in diabetic patients receiving coronary bare  stent, without any impact on the risk of death and myocardial infarction (MI) at 1 year. Outcome trials indicated that paclitaxel-eluting stent (PES) can reduce clinical and angiographic restenosis rates in de novo coronary artery lesions. We sought to evaluate whether abciximab produces further benefits on coronary restenosis in diabetic patients undergoing elective PES implantation.METHODS and RESULTS  We conducted a prospective, randomized, double-blind study on diabetic patients after a PES implantation on de novo coronary artery lesions. Ninety-eight consecutive diabetic patients (mean age 62.3±9.3 years, 69 males) were randomized to abciximab (n=48) or placebo (n=50). At 30 days, 1 patient died because of a periprocedural major haemorrhage in the abciximab group; no MI, subacute stent thrombosis or urgent revascularization occurred. Cumulative rates of clinical events did not differ at 6 (death: 2.2 vs 0%, p=0.6 and MI: 2.2 vs 2%, p=0.9) and 12 months (death: 4.9 vs 4.3%, p=0.8; and MI: 4.9 vs 6.5%, p=0.4) between abciximab and placebo group, respectively. The incidence of target lesion revascularization (TLR) was 4.3% and 4.1% (p=0.9) at 6 months, 10.7% and 9.1% (p=0.8) at 1 year, in the two groups. Among the 71 (72.4%) diabetic patients who underwent a 6-months angiographic follow-up, restenosis rates were comparable between patients who received abciximab and placebo (5.9 vs 5.4%, p=0.9).CONCLUSIONS. Abciximab does not seem to have any impact on coronary restenosis in diabetic patients undergoing PES implantation. 

