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ADRENOMEDULLIN ADMINISTRATION IMMEDIATELY AFTER MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION AMELIORATES PROGRESSION OF HEART FAILURE IN RATS 
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Background: Adrenomedullin (AM) is expressed in cardiac tissue, and plasma AM levels increase in patients with acute myocardial infarction (MI).  This study was performed to determine whether AM administration immediately after acute MI inhibits progression of heart failure in rats. Methods and Results: Rats were intraperitoneally infused with 1.0 micro g/h of AM or saline over 7 days immediately after MI inducted by left coronary ligation, and they were examined 9 weeks after MI.  When compared with the saline infusion, the AM infusion significantly improved survival (59 vs. 81%, P<0.05) and body weight gain (+32%, P<0.01), and reduced heart weight (-28%, P<0.01), lung weight (-26%, P<0.01), left ventricular (LV) end-diastolic pressure (11.4�

