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IMPACT OF NEW ANGIOSCOPY SYSTEM FOR VISUALIZATION OF PERIPHERAL ARTERIES 
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Angioscopy has been used for evaluation of peripheral artery diseases. However, its use was limited by blood flow inside vessel lumen. We developed a new angioscopy system for visualization of peripheral arteries. Methods: We use a   Y-connector -type sheath with one import for a balloon catheter and another import for an angiosocpe The sheath was introduced into a femoral artery, and the balloon catheter was advanced to the iliac artery from one import. Then the angioscope was advanced to the balloon from another import, and the balloon was inflated. Angioscopic visualization was performed by infusion of saline from the sheath.Results: In 14 cases with ischemic heart diseases, angioscopy on femoral and iliac arteries was performed using this system.yellow plaque was observed in 4 cases and white lumen was obserevd in the rest cases. Ultrasonography(US) revealed almost normal findings at the corresponding regions. In 2 cases with arteriosclerosis obliterans, angioscopy revealed thrombus hich was not deetcted by angiography after percutaneosu translumina angioplasty(PTA).Conclusions: Using our new angioscopy system, angioscopic visualization of peripheral arteries was very easy, and this system provides precise intravascular images which can be evaluated by neither angiography nor US.

