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PRELIMINARY EXPERIENCE WITH THORATEC TLC II, FIRST CASES IN LATIN AMERICAN 

E Herrera Garza, O. Ortega Duran, J. Molina Gamboa, H. Decanini Arcaute

IMSS Monterrey, Mexico

Ventricular assistance with Thoratec has been used in terminal heart failure, Thoratec TLC II portable device offers to patients more mobility with the same capabilities than traditional Thoratec console. 

OBJECTIVE: Describe our experience with the Thoratec TLC II. 

METHODS: We selected patients assisted with the TLC II on ambulatory basis in our Heart Transplant Program. 

RESULTS: 4 patients received assistance with TLC II, all were male, suffered dilated cardiomyopathy and were waiting for a heart transplant before the implant, ages 20, 40, 45 and 58, all received left ventricular assistance using apex cannulation. Device output was 4.8 ± 0.4 liters per minute. Assistance duration was 5, 12, 63 and 97 days. 2 Patients were successfully assisted until heart transplant, patient 3 died of hemorragic stroke before transplant, patient 4 is waiting for a heart transplant. 2 patients required assistance with the dual console during 4 weeks after 1400 hours of TLC II assistance for regular maintenance of the portable device. After a stabilization period, all patients went to a cardiac rehabilitation using the TLC II console. Survival post transplant is actually 25 and 19 months respectively.

CONCLUSIONS: 1.- The TLC II console successfully assisted our four patients out of hospital, made patient mobility easy and did help them to get cardiac rehabilitation that finally improved their physical status before the transplant in two patients. 2.- To our best knowledge, these are the first patients to be assisted with the TLC II in Latin American. 

