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CRISIS (?) OF MEDICAL CARE SYSTEM IN JAPAN 
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In Japan, medical insurance system and medical service have been considered to be successful in terms of cost benefit and access to hospitals. However, increasing insurance payments has emerged us to change the whole medical system. The aged people (more than 70 years) have been happy to get very expensive medical service at low cost(less than 500 dollars /month), however, only more aged  people(more than 75 years) will have this benefit in near future. So far any people could have similar medical service, and there is no difference in medical treatment between rich and poor level. From this year, company can manage the special clinics and hospitals only for expensive medical treatments including cosmetic surgery, laser surgery, and cancer therapy. Only rich people may enjoy these medical services. In terms of terminal care, patients have been hospitalized for long time if nobody could take care of them at home. These days, because hospital admission fee was cut after more than 20 days, hospital are reluctant to hospitalize patients more than 20 days. On the other hand, delivery medical care service are getting popular. The reasons for crisis of Japanese medical service appears to include relatively expensive imported medical equipment (example: 2000 dollars for PTCA balloon catheter) and heavily-equipped clinics and hospitals. We will compare the present medical system and our problems with other countries and would like to have comments on our medical crisis from attending people. 

