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IMPLANTER PREFERENCE FOR NOVEL ASSORTMENT OF LV GUIDE CATHETERS
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Methods: We have analyzed the characteristics of implanting physicians, and implant procedures utilizing the novel family of 5 Guide Catheters (GCs) for implanting the EASYTRAK LV lead.  Results: Patients presented heart failure (NYHA 3.0 plus minus 0.6) with LVEF 25 plus minus 7 percent, and cardiothoracic index 57 percent.  256 implants with the novel GCs have been performed in 117 centers by: 87 percent electrophysiologists, 10 percent interventional cardiologists, and 3 percent cardiac surgeons.  GC preference was the 'Multi-Purpose' profile for 53 percent of the implanters, and the 'Hook' curve for 22 percent.  Implanters used only one GC in 65 percent of the procedures, two GCs in 21 percent, and three in 14 percent.  The Coronary Sinus (CS) ostium was located and GC advanced in the CS for 96 percent of patients, and stable position of the GC in the CS was achieved in 95 percent of all procedures.  The overall successful placement of the lead in the selected target vessel with acceptable pace/sense thresholds was 89 percent.  Conclusion: The new family of 5 distinct GCs improves the implant procedure, with great access to the CS and stability, for an overall success in endocardial left ventricular lead implant.
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