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FIRST EXPERIENCES WITH THE CLINICAL MYOSPLINT-IMPLANTATION. SHORT TERM RESULTS IN 9 PATIENTS
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Objectives: The aim of this ongoing study was to find out the safety of Myosplint(R) (Myocor Inc., U.S.A.) implantation procedure and to analyze the firts post-implantation results.  Methods: Myosplint(R)-implantation was performed in 9 patients (pts) (5 male, 4 female) between 06/2000 and  12/2001. Basic characteristics of pts.: idiopathic cardiomyopathy 7, other non-ischemic   cardiomyopathy 2, age 56,3+/-8,3 years, LVEF 19,1+/-4,3%, NYHA-clas 3,2+/-0,4, walking distance   328+/-56 mtrs. The mean implantation time was 34 (28-39) min. all pts. were included in a follow-up   program (echo, walking stress test, quality of life) after 1, 3, 6, 12, 18, and 24 month (mean follow-up  time 8+/-2 month).  Results: There was no intraoperative complication. In 5 pts. the implantation was performed in beating heart   technique without cardiopulmonary bypass. In 4 pts. an additional mitral valve repair or replacement   was performed. 1 pt. died in the early postoperative period by pneumonia with sepsis. 1 pt. underwent a heart transplantation 4 weeks after Myosplint(R)-implantation because of ongoing cardiac decompensation. 7 pts. were included in the follow-up program. LVEF increased to 30,4+/-6,3%, walking distance increased to 513+/-86 mtrs., NYHA-class changed to 1,9+/-0,3. 1 pt. is still in NYHA-class 3. All other pts. showed a better quality of life.  Conclusions: The implantation of the Myosplint(R)-system is a safer procedure. First results showed a better cardiac  function in the most of the pts. Further data have to collect and to anaylze for a better patient selection.
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