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Congenital heart disease has historically been rare in the adult population due to high lethality during childhood for many common lesions.  Over the past several decades, improvements in congenital heart surgery, mechanical circulatory support, interventional cardiology, intensive care, and medical management have significantly improved the chances for survival into adulthood.  The most recent and thoughtful projections of the prevalence of adult congenital heart disease in the United States were generated from the 32nd Bethesda Conference of the American College of Cardiology. These estimates suggest that approximately 787,800 adults in the US had congenital heart disease in 2000.  Little is known about the health care needs of this group.  Our study evaluates the health care needs of and expenditures for adults with congenital heart disease who use Medicare to pay for services.  

