1225, Either, cat: 16


USE OF A COMBINED MOBILE PHONE AND FAX SOLUTION SPEEDS UP THE SELECTION OF PATIENTS FOR ACUTE CORONARY REVASCULARIZATION 
J Ravkilde
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Objective To evaluate a mobile phone/fax communications solution in the selection of patients for primary Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) during ST-elevation Myocardial Infarction (STEMI).BackgroundPrimary PCI is the preferred treatment for patients with STEMI. Correct selection of these patients is crucial. Methods and resultsIn case of suspected STEMI, primary hospitals transmit electrocardiograms (ECG) by fax to the registrar on duty at our centre, who decides whether or not to refer the patient for acute PCI. The registrar carries a combined mobile phone/fax (Nokia 9210) with separate fax and telephone numbers. ECGs are displayed on a screen (600 x 200 pixels). During an observation period of 376 days, registrars were asked to complete a questionnaire about the use of the mobile phone in the previous 24 hours. ResultsThree-hundred-and-seventy-eight calls from primary hospitals to the mobile phone were recorded - an average of 1 per day. Calls were evenly distributed over day and night and were related to the diagnosis of STEMI and possible acute PCI (66 %) and general cardiological problems (34 %). The response time for delivering decisions to physicians in primary hospitals was below 5 minutes in 92 % of cases. Forty-five cases (12 %) of technical problems were recorded and 15 (4 %) were related to problems with the mobile phone. ConclusionOur one year follow up shows that a mobile fax/phone solution is cheap and useful in selecting patients for acute PCI. Technical problems were few and rarely related to the mobile phone/fax. 

