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ASO TITER AND EFFICACY OF STREPTOKINASE IN ACUTE MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION 
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Introduction: Recent streptococcal infection and antibodies against streptococcal products may affect the efficacy of streptokinase as a thrombolytic agent in acute myocardial infarction. the aim of this study was to evaluate the relationship between ASO titer prior to administeration of streptokinase and its efficacy in acute myocardial infarction.Materials and Methods: 100 patients with diagnosis of acute myocardial infarction who received thrombolysis with streptokinase were allocated into two groups ; 50 patients who responded to streptokinase ,defined as 50% reduction in sum of ST elevation after 90 min,and 50 patients who didnt respond .ASO titers were measured prior to injection of SK in all patients .Results: all patients with effective thrombolysis had ASO titers of less than 200,but only 28% of patients with ineffective thrombolysis had ASO titers of less than 200.(P < 0.001) .side effects like skin rash and hypotension also were more frequently seen in patients with ASO titers higher than 200.(P value : 0.01 and 0.01 respectively).Conclusion: Effectiveness of streptokinase as a method of thrombolysis is lower in patients with high ASO titers.

