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Background: Biventricular pacemaker insertion (with or without an implantable cardiac defibrillator, ICD) is an increasingly used treatment modality for patients with symptomatic chronic heart failure. In published trials, implantation success rate is between 88-92%. However, little data is available regarding the success rate of implantation of the devices in everyday clinical practice. Methods: Biventricular pacing has been performed in our centre, a large tertiary cardiac unit in the United Kingdom, for the past 5-years. We retrospectively assessed our implantation success rate over a 2-year period to compare to recent trial data. Results: Eighty seven procedures were attempted between September 2001 and October 2003, by a total of 6 operators. Implantation was successful in 77 patients (89%). The implanted device was a biventricular ICD in 54 (70%) patients. Reasons for failure included: Coronary sinus access problems (3/10 patients) and failure to obtain adequate pacing or sensing characteristics once the lead was placed (7/10 patients). In these patients, 5/10 had an ICD only implanted. The success rate was not influenced by specific operator or learning effect.Conclusions: The success of biventricular pacemaker implantation is similar in everyday practice to clinical trials. A 1 in 10 failure rate should be quoted to patients about to undergo such a procedure.

