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The incidence of hospital admission for decompensated heart failure has been progressively increasing with an estimate of one million admissions per year in the United States alone.  Inotropic drugs such as dobutamine or milrinone have been widely used for the treatment of this condition.  Recent studies however suggest an increased adverse events and even mortality associated with this therapy.  Van dilators such as nitroglycerine and nitroprusside may exert important hemodynamic effect but their efficacy has been limited by resistance to their van dilatory effect in patients with severe heart failure as well as development of tolerance and side effects.  Determination of an effective dose is also difficult to determine without hemodynamic monitoring.  Nesiritide a recombinant brain natriuretic peptide is a new drug recently approved in the United States for the treatment of patients with decompensated heart failure.  This drug possesses a van dilatory effect combined with a diuretic and a natriuretic effect and have been shaven to be safe and effective for early and persistent effect on both hemodynamics and symptoms. 

